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Panama?

. 1f the representatives of the French
shareholders really desire to c¢btain
from Congress consideration of a reason-
\able proposition to sell out to this Gov-
ernment, and if they have an attractive
proposition to offer, the swiftest ship
‘that crosses the Atlantic is none too fast
for their service at this time.

Perhaps the last opportunity of Pan-
ama has already gone. Certain it is that
with every week and day it is going.

Monsieur HUTIN as a negotiator was
too slow or too timid or too much ham-
pered by the people behind him. The
only move that can now gain a hearing
for the Panama route must b2 nothing
short of Napoleonic in conception and
execution.

The End.

Death could not have caused the pe-
euliar pathos of this note, which calls
for no explanation of its origin:

“WwasuisatoN, D. C., Dee. 28, 1901,

WMy DEAR Mr. WEEKS: Admiral SampsoN s
$00 Il 10 really undsratand your most kind letter,
Just recelved, but If he were well he would wish to
thank you for It he cares so much for ‘old times’
and for anytling that concerns Palmyra. * * °
My dear husbard Is quite worn oul with a long
life, consecrated to duty. Physically he ls com-
fortable and happy. but the brain is tired beyond
ever belag rested.  Sincerely,

* LLIZADETR DURLING SAMPSON. ™

The wrong, cruel, bitter and intense,
which has been done to WiLLiam T.
SAMPsON is now bevond reparation.
The commander of the American fleet
throughout a war that ended in our com-
plete and momentous triumph, has
lived without a shred of the honors that
traditionally follow faithful and suc-
cessful service, until he has passed be-
yond their reach for all time. If Con-
gress were to-day to load Rear Admiral
SampsoN with rank and thanks, they
would be empty, for he has lost the
power to accept them. And to this
he has been brought, not by the inevita-
ble force of age, but by abuse such as
we have not known equalled in all the
annals of political controversy.

Savage and fatal as this outrage has
been, it was founded upon feeling that
was simply childish in its illogicality.
The offences for which SampsoN has

permitted by CuArLEs IT., but forbidden
by WiLLiam II1.; in 1702, however, it
was recognized by a judicial decision,
holding an officer lable to pay £600 for
his promotion to Captain. Later various
royal commissions investigated the
matter, with especial reference to the
“ gver-regulation’ payménts, which
often exceeded the prices fixed by law.
In 1705 Lord LIGONIER'S commission

Lieutenancy was £400; for a Lieutenant-
Coloneley, giving command of a regi-
ment, the price was £3,600. A hundred
vears later, the regulation price of a
' pommission as ensign was £450, and
| that of a Lieutenant-Coloneloy of the
Life Guards was £7,250.

Under the purchase system, first com-
missions were given to gentlemen whose
names were on the Commander-in-
Chief's list, and to cadets from the Mili-
tary College at Sandhurst, on passing
the examinations and paying the price
of the commissions;: some few appoint-
ments went without payment to dis-
tinguished cadets, and to the sons of
meritorious soldiers. Once commis-
sioned, an officer gained his atep either
by seniority or by purchase. When a
senior officer retired, he received the
regulation price from the Government,
and the over-regulation price from hia
auceessor. The step went to the senior
qualified officer of the lower grade in
the regiment who was able and willing
to purchase it. An officer who eould not
afford to purchase rose until he became
senior of his rank, and there remained
until a death vacancy, or other '“non-
purchase” step gave him his promo-
tion. Purchase did not obtain in the
artillery and engineers, or except in
rogimental organizations. It probably
did less harin to the officers than
would seem; for the system stimulated
promotiong, by which the non-purchase
officer profited, and if he lost a year or
two in promotion, he saved many thou-
sand pounds.

After lasting nearly 200 years, the sys-
tem was abolished by Queen VICTORIA,
who formally cancelled the warrant is-
sued by Queen ANNE in 1711, by which
the purchase of commissions was legal-
ized, and declared that no commissions
should be sold after Nov. 1, 1871. As a
matter of fact, the first commissions
under the new system were issued on
Oct. 28, 1871, three days in advance of
the appointed time. A board was ap-
pointed to pay the officers deprived of
the right to sell their commissions sums
in compensation for their lost privilege,
and the income tax was raised by two
pence to produce the necessary money.

This board still exists, but when the
last of the present fifteen officers dies
or retires, it will close its accounts, and
the purchase system will become wholly
a thing of the past.

The New Policemen.
The Police Department will take on an

PARTRIDGE, lLieut.-Col. THURSTON and

been made to suffer in this extreme man-
mer, in so far as they could be formu- |
lated, consisted in the wording of his |
despatch announcing the victory of |
Bantiago and in his describing, in a let- |
ter to the Becretary of the Navy, the |
conduct of a subordinate, Coinmodore |
SCHLEY, as “ reprehensible ' & criticism |
which a court of inquiry consisting of |
three high Admirals have virtually de-
clared to have been merited to the full

GeORGE DEWEY, the commander of a |
equadron the effect of whose operations
was great politically, but insignificant
upon the actual war, was made Admiral.
But Sampsox, the commander of the
fleet upon whose operations the actual
triumph of the American arms over
Bpain was based, is rewarded with every
circumstance of popular insult. And
finally the same DEWEY aims an un-
called-for blow at him, forbidden, under
the attending circumstances, by the sim-
plost laws of good faith

Throughout the progress of this trag-
edy however, Sampsox has had  one
mmeasurable and irreplaceable satis-
faction.  His Commander-in-Chief, Pres-
ent MoK inLey, und his more immediate
superior, the Bocretary of the Navy,
honored bum and spared no effort to
obtain for hum And his
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Major EBSTEIN come to the head of
it, as they will with the New Year.
Neither the advocates of the “army
man '’ nor of the civilian for police
chief will think that their respective

theories are being tested with these |

gentlemen in office, since aithough none

of them is a pure civilian, only Major |

EBSTEIN is distinctly an army man.

| Their administration may prove, how- |
| ever, that they possess a happy combi-

nation of military and civil habita

| and sympathies that will make the po-

lice end of Mayor Low's term of oMoee
a shining sucoess.
We hope so

Aenator Sewell's Death.

The two foremost Republican leaders
in New Jersey during the last quarter
of the nineteenth century have now
both passed away. Mr HOBAKT was
nine years younger than Gen SEWELL,
and his life was twelve years shorter,
but their legslative career at Trenton,
and the growth of their politcal in-
fluence until it became dominant in

their respective sections of the State, |

corresponded singularly as to dates, and
followed closely parailel lLines

Gen NEWELL entered the State Senate
in 1872 from Camdon, and Mr Hosanr
the legwlature from Puassais
In 1876 BEWELL was President
penate. and HoBALT was Bpwuker
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THE SUN,"

Jersey and at Trenton was a8 re-
sponds only to an equal loyalty known
to exist beneath an undemonstrative
exterior, and such as is inspired only
by absolute trust in the leader's sagacity
and good faith.

No braver soldier than WrLiiam J.
SEweLL fought for the Union cause.
His civil career has been that of an
uncommonly astute politician in New
Jersey and at Washington; a statesman
and Senator sound to the core on most
of the great questions of his time; an
indefatigable worker for the mastery
of every subject occupying his mind;
and an orator of few words, but capable
of speaking italics when necessary.

Sad tidings, wholly out of tune with the
festive holiday season, come from the
western counties of New York. The report
from this rich agrioultural section, famed
for its orchards and its vegetables, is that
there is a dearth of pumpkins! Heretofore
the agricultural deficiencies recognized
as customary have been in hes, cran-
berries and Florida oranges, but that the
homely American pumpkin, the justly
celebrated foundation of the famous pump-
kin pie, the Cucurbita pepo, should fall,
is distressing if true.

Various explanations of the partial fallure
of the pumpkin crop of 1901 have been made.
One is that pumpkins are usually ralsed
along with corn and since the invemtion
of the corn-cutting machine, it is necessary
that pumpkins, which do not ripen until
later than the corn, be plucked before the
machine can be used.

There are fow pumpkins on the market;
these demand high prices. Appreciative
pumpkin pie eaters, deprived of their
aoccustomed autumnal delicacy, must have
recourse to mince, peach, plum, rhubarb,
lemon, apple, prune, cocoanut, oranberry
and even custard pie, none of which isto be
compared in merit with pumpkin pie.

To Mrs. TEEODORE BUTRO, and to her
husband also, of course, is due public rec-
ognition for their braving a disagreeabls
publicity for the sake of exposing a pre-
tended physician—something which in
their opinion, and in everybody else’s,
should have been done.

—

REJECTED WITHOUT THANKS.

A Demecratic Paper on Three Military
Aspirants for Democratic Favor In 1904.
From the St. Louls Repudiic.

With the usual hurry of frce advice, the kind offer
of Dewey, Schley and Mtles for she use of the Demo-
cratio National Convention of 1904 Is issulng from
the circles of personal admirers gathered around
these distingulshed officers. THRe Democratio
party, It is sald, can have any one or any two of the
gallant chlefitains who are now suffering from
friction with the President and Cabinet.

Democrats can eliminate all discussion conoern-
ing the professional achievements of the three
notabllities, and can yet reach a quick and accurate
conclusion 1o the eflfect that not one of them pos-
seascs the attributes of a satisfactory Presidential
pominee,

Nothing in the career of Dewey, Schiey or Miles
indicates the discretion and breadih of judgment
which are first and most necessary of requirements
for the succesaful direction of great civil affalrs.
Giving every consideration to their abllities In tha
special lines to which they have been limited sinoce
boyhood, there seems to be little doubt that they

the average of even the army and navy.

Nor does the Democracy know that any one of the
three Is & Democrat, either In the sense of voling
alleglance or in that of fundamental convietion

| In fact, all the probabllities are that, though they

may not be devotedly attached Republicans, they
are not Democrats

But the controlling objection Is that the election
of Dewey . Schiey or Milea wou'd do the Democratic
party move harm then good We should have
another Grant sdministration, without Grant's
saving grace of slience, and without his saving
faculty of simple direcinsss when he did happen
to thoroughiy understand a great civie probiem,
Pither of the famous sallors or Gea. Mles
would be surrounded with artful conapirators who
would I1n reallty administer the exscutive office
The President would Lave none of that experience
among public men which slone can lead to sound
There would be
And for these

judgment in aclecting advisers
mistakes, fallures and scandals
misfortunes the Democratie party would for an
other generation be compelied 1o bear the re
sponsibiiity
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SAYURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1901 "

THE SCHLEY UASE.

A Sensiblo Suggestion to Admiral Dewey.

To Tae Eprros or Tus Sux—8ir: 1f the
disoussion of the Schley case Is to proceed
in Congress the dozen resolutions intro-
duced there, which are based mainly on
the opinion filed by Admiral Dewey, re-
quire that that opinion be explained. For
example, the resolution introduced by Mr.
Oalnes of Tennessee declares that *‘the
opinion of Admiral George Dewey is ac-
cepted and indorsed as the opinion of Con-
gress.” What, precisely, is that opinion?
If the agitation is to be dropped, a fur-
ther statement is first due to the naval
service and to Admiral Dewey himself.
And he is the man, of course, the only man,
to perform the task.

Three polnts of the six in the Dewey
opinion are either immaterial or not in
conflict with the Court. The Court says
that the blockade of Cienfuegos was not
as “close as possible” (words of the order
for ite establishment), and Dewey merely
says that the blockade was “effactive.”
The Court gives the distance at which the
blockade at Santlago was maintained and
Dewey merely says that this blockade was
“effective.” Dewey says that Schley ex-
pected to obtain information at Clenfuegos
through the steamer Adula, and the Court
says nothing to the contrary.

But the Dewey view of the voyage from
Koy West to (lenfuegos, which SBampson
directed should be made with the “least
possible delay,” and of which the Court
says that Schley did *not proceed with the
utmost despatch,” is that “the passage to
Cienfuegos was made with all possible
despatch, Commodore Schley havin in
view the importance of arriving off Cien-
fuegos with as much coal as possible in
the ships’ bunkers.”

Commodore Schley took within an hour
or two of threa days to go the 520 miles
from Key West to Cienfuegos, or an average
of a little over seven knots an hour. Did
coal govern, and not the order to go with
the “least possible delay?” 1 submit that
Dewey's view presents too large a question
of naval practice to pass without further
explanation.

Court deals with the voyage to San-
tiago, but Dewey says: *“The sage from
Cienfuegos to a point about 22 miles asouth
o/ Santiago was made with as much de-
spatch as was possible while keeping the
squadron a unit.”

This smacks of pettifoggery. The order
was to 10 to Bantiago. e Court consid-
ered Schley'saction under that order, and in
accordance with the precept, Why does
Admiral Dewey talk about the voyage over
a certain portion of that journey, and why
does he qualify his view with the idea of
ko_?%lnuho squadron a unit?

@ t paragraph of Dewey's opinion,
namely, that Schley “commanded” at San-
tiago, demands explanation not only for
the good of the service, but in justice to
Dewey himself. On what theory of pro-
fessional propriety and of personal good
faith does this officer deliver a judgment
upon a question unmistakably excluded
from the precept under which he was acting
and deliberately rejected by himself on
every one of the attempts made to intro-
duce it by the party chiefly interested?

Dewey may enjoy the common right to
speak for himsell concerning the Santiago
battle; but this expression of opinion at a
time when he officially wore his uniform was
a pain alap in the face of his once Com-
mander-in-Chief, William McKinley, and,
apparently, a wanton and an atrocious
breach of fair play to a brother officer,
Willilam T. Sampson The Dewey report

is too extraordinary to rest without a full |

explanation by its author

New York, Dec. 27 DISAPPOINTED,

To tHE Epitor or TAe SvN- Sir: Your
editorial, "A National Lesson,” in this morn-
ing's SUX contains the most regrettable truth
yet utterad in connection with the Nampson-

Schley controversy or Schley Court of In- |

quiry, as you will. You =ay “But for the
Schley press the faulta of that officer’s carcer,
recently investigated, would have remained
forever unrecorded,” &c
Having noted the course taken by the
chie! offender, a publication of this «aty,
during the several steps of the newspaper
controversy which preceded the action asked
for by Admirsl Schley, and having heard
all of the important witnosses testify, both
on direct and cross-examination, it is
possible to coneeive how any unbiasseda pur
vevor of the news could shut its eyes to the
results of an Investigation The mistakes
to use the mildest possible term, commitied
by Adwiral Schley during the period of Lis
command of the Flying Squadron were either
known to his tool press friends or they blindly
and vamngloriously espoused A cause
sidering ts possibilities, which thes refused
o Investi got I say this ke
nine oul and perhaps a h
percentane of the newspapers of this «
are (nciuded The chief offender and |
knew of the results of a Congressional
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Christmas Best Kept In Germany.

To TaE EpITOR oF TuE BUN—Sir: After
reading an account in THE SUN of to-day's
date concerning Christinas being thought
and made the most of in New York, I should
like to state that although the gentleman
whose views are quoted has professed knowl-
edge of Christmas in every country, he must
be aware of the fact that with all due respect
New York holds third or fourth place in the
ceremonies and outside appearances of that
day,

Giermany ranks first and foremost. In
this latter country Christmas is considered
the day of all days, and is celebrated by far
more people and Is made more of than
in New York; everywhere you go, from the

slums to the palace, Christmas is being kept |

right merrily. Austria ranks next. And

then I think one may place New York with

England, third. G,
New Yong, Dec. 26,

Grammar In the Schools.

To e Epiror or Tug SuN ~Sir: During
the recent Christmas festivities I have been
hearing a great many publio school children
of New York city talk, and I am moved to
inquire if grammar i3 taught in the publie
schools of this city? “1 seen,” “I knowed,”
“1 have went,” “I learned him,” and dozens
of similar inaccuracies are o common that
I have wondered what was the cause of it?
The teachers of thess children
them talking in the same manner every day,
and 1 would like to know il teachers are re-
quired to correct their scholars when they
hear them talk so. It |s easter to teach child-
ren correct speaking by a constant watch
on their language than it is to compel them
to learn rules which they do not understand;
that is to say, if teachers really wish them
to speak correctly. 1 fancy if a boy, who
{nsisted on saying “1 seen.” were stood up
in the corner as a reminder that he should
speak correctly as well as act correctly,
{t would not only teach him the right use
of language, but would be a lesson to every
scholar who saw him standing thera and
knew that it was because he said “I seen ™
when he should have sald "1 saw “  Practica

grammar of that sort is worth all the rules |

of all the grammarians, They serve their
useful purpose later and when
old enough to know why he speaks correctly
If the n‘i\llmnmn wera laid upon teachers

to keep close watch on the language of their |

soholars and correct them always, | am sure
the results would be noticed and noticeable,
at once. In conclusion | may say the children
whom I have heard talking are not ol the
slums by any means, and as a rule are the
children of public school scholars of a lew
years ago, n"hh*h would indicate that others
than schoolteachers are careleas and neglect-
ful, for it is certainly not due to ignorance.
MADISON SQUARE. "LAIN LANGUAGE,

An Advertising Expert's View of the

Coronation.
From the National Advertiser

The coronation of Edward is one of the
greatest subiects for advertising at the present
time. There are few trades or manufacturers
that are not going to be benefited by it For
months to come the goods to be used the
ewelry to be worn, the colors to be fashion-
sle, and the shapes of shoes and hats that will
take their complexion from the eoronation
event, will be the subierct of discussion and
deascription throughout the world

(io to any steamship office to-day in this
city and vou will find that even at this early
date staterooms, cabins and choica places
are bespoken for the early summer and the
coming roval event Speak to any of the
prominentsociety people,and all their arrange-
ments are made with due regard to the great
fashionable display of the coming year
And when the pageant is over thera will be
more coronation gloves, coronstion soarfs,
coranation collars, coronation hats, coronation
avervthing in fact, from soyvenira of the
memento order to a good article of the Kinx's
own whiskey, than can be figured on just now
That is why the coronation of Edward s
going to ba a good thing in Its way, apart
frow ita royal import

The Coronation a Mere Theatrio Pageant.
Goldwin Smith (n the Toronle Weekly Sun.
Peaple look forward 1o the Coronatjon as the
cvents To witness It Is
grandeur and hbiiss Fvery berth In the steamers
15 booked siy months in advanee Special efforts
are to be made to eud the war be forethe Coronation
The pageant will he gorgeoua, no doubt. bhut 1%
will be not less devold of practical efect 0o mean-
ing than the Lord Mayor's show
King s siready lovested with the full
f his oMce But the j» of his oMo=
are an august fietion. He reigns but does not
povern. Nominally he directs the palley of the
Kingdom, has & negative volce 1o sl iegislation
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THE NICARAGUA CANAL.

Admiral Walker Thinks the Work Should
Be Done by Contract.
Wasninarox, Dec. 27.- Rear Admiral
John G. Walker, President of the Nicar-
aguan Canal Commission, will soon report
to the President that the work of the com-

mission is completed, and as there have |

been no duties before it since the report
was presented to Congress early this month,
the President will be asked to dissolve it
or authorize its continuance pending action
on the bills for the construction of the
canal. Admiral Walker is the only mem-
ber who is giving any attention to the

duties of the commission and his work is-

confined to cataloguing the various re-
ports and estimates presented. He ex-
pects this work to be completed early in
January.

In speaking of the probable course that
would be adopted for the actual work of
building the canal after all difficulties have
been removed, Admiral Walker said to-
day that he believed Congress would give
the President full authority to determine
whether & new commission should be ap-
pointed to superinterd the entire project
or in what manner it should be under-
taken. He believes that a commission
operating under direction of the President
and selected by him is the most prac-
tiable means, aud does not approve of any
steps through which the entire burden
should be thrown upon the army engineer
corps, which is charged with the river and
harbor improvements. In an undertaking
of such vast proportions as the construc-
tion of the new canal he believes the work

| of the Rapid

couli not possibly be carried out by them, |

except by drawing too heavily on the of-
ficors of the corps, and in his opinion a
board compost of eminent engineers
and experts should have full control of
the operations connected with the pur-
chase of land, the acquisition of a right of
way and general direction of the expendi-
the millions neceesary to com-
plete the work.

According to Admiral Walker, the ne-
gotiation of treaties and the adoption by
Congresa of a bill providing for l?.-- build-
ing of the canal are the only requisites
necessary to begin work on the big wator-
way. Should the Government undertake
to build the canal without awarding various

TUNNEL EXTENSION APPROVED
By Supreme Court Commission—Rives Out,
Clafiin in Again.

Theron G. Strong, Thomas C. T, Craln
and Henry Wintrhop Gray, who were ap-
pointed by the Bupreme Court last fall to
consider the advieability of extending
the rapid transit system by a tunnel from
the City Hall to the Battery and thence
under the East River to Brooklyn, regard-
less of the consent of abutting property
owners and in aocordance with the plans
of the Rapid Transit Commission, reported
yesterday in favor of the plan as already
proposed. The Commissioners report inci-
dentally that they are in favor of the two-
track tunnel to the Baitery, because a
four-track tunnel would be too expensive
for the city just at present. The Rapid
Transit Commission’s plans are approved
in every particular.

Goorge L. Rives, who is to be Corporation
Counsel, resigned yesterday his membership
Transit Commission. 1n
accepting his resignation the board passed
many encomiums upon the great value
of the long-continued services which Mr
Rives had rendered to the body. John
(laflin was elected to the vacancy. Prior
to May, 1899, Mr. Claflin was for many years
a member of the board.

Mr. Orr laid before the board correspond-
ence which had passed between him and
Police Commirsioner Murphy with regard
to numerous complaints made by the United
Engineering and Contracting Company
that their boring operations in the Eust
River had been serfously interfered with
by the river craft. The company has the
contract for making the borings in the river
bottom preparatory to the construction
of the rapid transit tunnel between the

| vicinity of Pier 4 in this city and Joralemon

parts of the work to private parties under |

contract, Admiral Walker believes thot an
immense foree of men, possibly numbering
30,000, would have to be (:(Il'rio(f on the pay-
rolls, or more than twice the number em-
played at all the navy yards of the country;
and for this reason it would be more prac-
ticable to sublet the work and have it all
performed under direct Government super-
vision. Admiral Walker said that if the

| bondholders of the Panama Canal Com-

pany offer to dispose of its property as it
stands for anything like a reasonable figure
it 1= not improbable that that route may
be selected; but the figures, he says, will
have to be considerably lower than those
heretofore made public.

BOTH AGREE TO ARBITRATE.

Difterences With Mexico Over Distribution
of “Plous Fund of the Celifornias.”

WasiHiNaTON, Dec. 27 —-The United States
and Mexico have agread to arbitrate differ-

ences arising out of the distribution of

; what is known as the “Pious Fund of the
* The fund was established |

Californins
in the sixteenth century for the support
maintenance of Jesuit Missions in
California. When part of California was
coded to the United States by Mexico,
more than fifty years ago, the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Upper California, whose
diocese was within the limits of the United
States, applied for the share to which the
Northern nissions were entitled.  After
a long controversy, the acorued interest
of the fund was distributed in a satisfactory
manner between the missions in the United
States aud Mexico.
by the Mexican
has again accumulated

Government. Interest
to the amount

| of about a million doliars, and Mexico

has agreed to the appointment of arbi-
trators to determine
shall go to the missiona in her own terri-
tory and how much to the missions in the
United States. The State Department
and the Mexican Embassy are arranging

The principal is held |

wow much of this

the terms for the protocol providing for |

arbitration.

A Corporal on the Canteen Question.
To 1ng Enitor oF THe St 1 have
beent requested several times Ly people in-
terestod i the welfare of our soldiers to give
v 1 facts In regard to the results of the
shinent of the nte Drunkenness
fers at Plattshurgh Barracks
durning the existence
ved to

Sir

aboll «n
mong the &

t worse than 1t was

tantest

rue

street, Brooklyn. The first wash borings
wera made without diffculty, but sce
the diamond drillings into the solid rock
weore begun no fewer than twelve times
have the company's borings been rendored
useless by the carelessne-s or malicious-
ness on board of river steatsrs.

Mr. Orr announced yesterday that Col
Murphy had ordered a police patrol boat
to remain constantly on duty in the neigh-
boriood of the spot where the borings are
being made.

RURAL DELIVERY CARRIERS.

Rules Under Which Their Appolintments
Will Be Made After I'eb. 1.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 27.—The Civil Bervice
Commission to-day approved the rules
under which the appointments of rural
free delivery carriers will ba made after
Feb. 1, 1902. A central board of examiners,
coneisting of three members, will assist the
Postmaster-General in making the selec-
tions of carriers. The examinations will
be eonducted by the special agents of the
rural free delivery system in the towns
from which the routes will bs operated.
Political or religious affiliations are not to
be considered by the examiners, and the
Department, under the rules, will not take
cognizance of political indorsementa,

The examination is to consist in ascertain-
ing the ability of the applicant to read and
write, with a series of personal guestions
as to his local acquaintance, his phy=sical
condition, previous experience, training,
length of residence in the community and
Lis ability to furnish the required equip-
ment. He must furnish a “sub.® when
unable to perform the duties of the office
and the special agent is required to ascer-
tain his standing in the community. The
patrons of the route are entitled to recom-
mend in their petition a number of men
who will be acceptable to them and to have
at least one of these appointed, should
they prove as eligible on examination as the
other applicants. The appointments are
to be limited to men between 17 and 55 years
of age, except where the applicants are
former Union soldiers with good record.

The Postmaster-General to-day directed
that after Feb. 1, 1002, all rural free delivery
carriers should receive their pay checks
from one office in each State.

First Volume of Census Report Ready.
WwasHiyaTox, Deo. 27.—Director Merriam

| of the Census Bureau to-day announced

that Volume I, of the reports of the tweli'h
census is now ready for distribution, eig!

| teen mouths after the enumerators hadl

completed their work. This isthree and
a half years earlier than the time required
for the first volume of the census of 1890
and those of previous enumerations Tha
volume jus! :'u'nylo-lﬁl compriscs atatis
tice on population of the States and Terri
tories by minor eivil divikions, centre of
population and ite mediau point, popula
tion of incorporated places, urban and rural
population and population Ly sex, gencra
pativity, country of birth, f relgn parentag
voung age and vears in the United States
An appendix gives 8 staterniend of terri
torial acquisitions
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